
 

   

GOVERNMENT OF SIERRA LEONE 

MINISTRY OF FINANCE  

PROJECT FIDUCIARY MANAGEMENT UNIT  

 

Recruitment for the Position of Roads Engineer and Structural Engineer for the Sierra 

Leone Integrated Resilient Urban Mobility Project. 

 

1. Project Background 

Freetown is the capital and largest city of Sierra Leone. It is a major port city on the Atlantic Ocean and is 

located in the Western Area of the country. Freetown is Sierra Leone's major urban, economic, financial, 

cultural, educational and political center, with a population of about 1.0 million in 2015. Greater Freetown 

is situated on a peninsula surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean and the Sierra Leone River and Bunce Rivers. 

Most of the peninsula is mountainous, leaving a relatively narrow coastal strip: the city of Freetown has 

expanded to cover all of the low-lying area to the north, and much of the hilly hinterland, while the adjacent 

towns of Lumley, Aberdeen, Kissy and Wellington cover most of the coastal strip on the south-western and 

north-eastern sides of the peninsula. The city is served by the Lungi International Airport, located in the 

city of Lungi, across the river estuary from Freetown. 

Currently, mobility within the city is severely impaired by: a) poor infrastructure, b) poor management of 

road space, c) inadequate public transport, and d) a weak institutional and regulatory framework.  

i. Poor Infrastructure. The road system in Freetown suffers from two major deficiencies. First, the 

network itself is inefficient, with no proper hierarchy of roads, and poor connectivity; capacity on 

some roads is inadequate for existing traffic volumes, while other roads have excess capacity. 

Second, there is considerable backlog of road maintenance. The design of some intersections 

creates bottlenecks and serious delays to traffic. Facilities for pedestrians are particularly poor, with 

footpaths of inadequate width and often in dangerous condition, and some roads lacking footpaths 

altogether; this problem is most serious in the central area of the city, where pedestrian volumes 

are the highest. 

ii. Poor management of road space. In addition to the physical condition of the road system, traffic 

management and control of the use of road space is also generally ineffective. There are no working 

traffic signals in Freetown, and the busier intersections are controlled by traffic police and traffic 

wardens, many of whom are not well trained for the task. Enforcement of traffic rules and 

regulations is generally weak, and this, combined with generally poor driving skills, results in poor 

traffic discipline. There are no off-street parking facilities available to the general public, and on-

street parking is uncontrolled in the majority of streets. A serious problem in several streets in the 

central area of Freetown is the use of road and footpath space for non-traffic purposes, principally 

for market trading. Some streets are virtually impassable for motor traffic, and these include vital 

links in the road system. All of these factors combine to create severe traffic congestion at all times 

of the day. 

iii. Weak Institutional and Regulatory Framework. The institutional arrangements for the delivery 

of infrastructure and services is complex and inadequate, with several agencies having the 
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responsibility for various aspects of urban transport, inconsistent objectives and priorities, 

overlapping mandate while some functions are not specifically allocated to any one agency. There 

is also lack of capacity, in terms of manpower, expertise, equipment and funding. 

iv. Inadequate Public Transport. Public transport in Freetown is provided by a mix of publicly and 

privately-operated buses. (a) SLRTC operates about 120 buses in the country, which are split about 

evenly between city and provincial operations. Low productivity (due to congestion), regulated 

fares, increases in fuel cost in 2016, have had the combined effect of reducing effectiveness and 

efficiency of SLRTC buses. Continuous need to subsidize bus operations has become a serious 

concern for the Government. (b) private bus operations. The private buses account for almost 70 

percent of the passenger demand and are managed by three different associations. These are 

collectively referred to as the informal transport and uses a mix of full-sized buses (of which there 

are very few), poda-podas (minibuses carrying approximately 15 passengers) numbering about 

5,500, saloon car taxis operating on fixed routes on a shared basis numbering about 11,000). 

In addition, the number of commercially registered motorcycles (okada) has grown exponentially over the 

past few years at an average annual growth rate of 27 percent, and are estimated at over 10,000 in 2015. 

More recent development in the past year is the operation of tri-cycles, which are 3-wheel motorized 

vehicles. As in other West African countries, the number of okadas and tri-cycles is increasing rapidly due 

to the availability of small low vehicles manufactured in India and China, ease of entry to the market 

afforded by an absence of specific regulations, high unemployment in the city and ability to navigate 

congested and poor quality roads with relative ease. Collapse of the formal bus transport services has further 

contributed to the growth of this mode.   

Concerned at the worsening urban transport situation in the City, the Government of Sierra Leone would 

like to develop an integrated and sustainable transportation system to support the social and economic 

development of the country. In 2013, the Government developed an Integrated Mobility Plan for Freetown, 

identifying key issues and laying down a strategic plan for Freetown. The Government also developed 

Sierra Leone Transport Policy, Strategy, and Investment Plan in 2013. Building on these past studies, the 

Government has now requested the World Bank to support preparation and implementation of an urban 

transport project to address short term issues and also develop a long-term strategic plan. 

In an effort to provide relief in the short-term, the Ministry of Transport has developed basic designs of a 

number of interventions and preliminary costing. The Government now seeks services of a consultant to 

prepare detailed designs and bidding documents of the proposed investments. 

2. Objective:  

The objective of this assignment is to provide technical, administrative and monitoring support to the 

technical activities for the implementation of the project ¨Sierra Leone Integrated Resilient Urban Mobility 

Project¨. The project engineer will ensure quality of all services, works, technical reports and procurement 

documents. 

3. Scope of Service 

i. Will work in close collaboration with the Project Implementation Unit and provide full technical 

support in the implementation of the SLIRUMP especially the execution of all civil works, 

engineering studies and designs; 

ii. Review all designs and related documents for the urban interventions and ferry assessment to 

ensure quality.  

iii. Review and ensure quality of the Project Procurement Development Strategy and the Procurement 

Plan. 



iv. Support on the technical assessment during project implementation, following World Bank policies 

and procedures as needed. 

v. Support with the preparation of Terms of Reference as and when required. 

vi. Maintain constant coordination between the engineering consulting firm working on the 

supervision and management of interventions and the Project Manager.  

vii. Maintain liaison with the FCC especially during the construction of market and terminal and sort 

out emerging issues in consultation with Project Manager.  

viii. Assist in the preparation of technical and financial reports as required. 

ix. Any other related tasks assigned by Project Manager.  

4. Reports 

Monthly Report on progress of the works to the Manager Project Implementation Unit. 

5. Qualifications 
BSc in Civil Engineering.  

Minimum 5 years practical working experience in civil construction in national/ international context.  

6. Duration of the Assignment.  

The assignment will be for five years from contract signature. The selected candidate will be working full 

time during this period.  

Permanent office space will be provided by the Ministry of Transport and Aviation. 

Mode of Application 

All applications in writing should be accompanied by up-to-date Curriculum Vitae and 

supporting documents (Note: do not send originals) with the names and addresses of three 

referees, one of which should be the last or current employer and addressed to: 

The Head of Procurement 

Project Fiduciary Management Unit 

Ministry of Finance  

13a Howe Street Freetown  

Freetown, Sierra Leone  

Tel: +23276672186 

or 

By E-mail application as attachment (including all supporting documents) 

to: irumobilityproject@gmail.com 

Please indicate clearly on the envelop (in the case of hard copy application) or in the email subject 

heading and attachment (in the case of electronic applications) the post for which application is 

made. 

QUALIFIED WOMEN ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO APPLY. 

 

Closing Date: 

The Closing Date and time for receipt of applications is Monday 8th July, 2019 at 4:00pm 

GMT. 



Only short-listed candidates will be contacted  

 


